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Our
Narrative

The Singapore Bicentennial in 2019 is a 
commemoration of the 200th anniversary of 
Raffles’ landing in Singapore, which was one 
of the key turning points in our history. It is an 
opportunity for us to reflect on how our nation 
came to be, how far we have come, and how we 
can go forward together. 

Singapore has a history that stretches back 700 
years. In this time, Singapore has evolved from a 
place with a geographically strategic location, to 
a nation and people with a unique Singaporean 
DNA. There were many contributing factors and 
historical events that have shaped our journey 
from Singapore to Singaporean.

• 1819 is a turning point in this journey. It set 
us on a new trajectory and generated events 
and policies that have shaped present-day 
Singapore. As such, the Bicentennial will delve 
into 200 years of history from 1819, and go 
back 500 years before that, to appreciate the 
context of Singapore’s evolution. 

• We will also look at Singapore’s place in the 
world and reflect on the impact that regional 
and global influences had on us throughout 
these 700 years.

The values that have evolved with us throughout 
these 700 years that are now part of our 
Singaporean DNA, and which are still  relevant 
today, are: 

This journey is not over yet . We live in a rapidly 
changing and troubled world. To face our challenges 
of today, and chart our future, we can learn from 
our past. The values that are now embedded in our 
Singaporean DNA will help us as we chart our future 
in today’s world.• Openness

• Multiculturalism
• Self-Determination

OUR NARRATIVE
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WHAT IS THE SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL ABOUT?01

02 WHY DO WE NEED TO COMMEMORATE 
THE SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL? 

The Singapore Bicentennial is a prequel to SG50, and is an 
opportunity for us to look deeply at our history.

Our history is a 700-year journey going back 500 years before 1819, 
and looking forward 200 years to 2019. 1819 was one turning point in 
that journey that set us on a new trajectory.

In addition, throughout this journey, our place in the world was shaped 
by how we have responded to, and been part of, regional and global 
influences and events.

Just as Singapore commemorated its 50th, 100th and 150th, it will 
commemorate its 200th in 2019. 

We commemorate the Singapore Bicentennial amidst the uncertainties 
of a rapidly changing and troubled world.

It will be an opportunity for us to reflect on the values – openness, 
multiculturalism and self-determination  – that have evolved with us 
throughout history and are now embedded in the Singaporean DNA. 
They could be the key to facing our challenges today, and charting our 
future tomorrow.

Frequently 
Asked
Questions

03

05

04

06

WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF 1819? 

WHAT WILL THE SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL COVER?

WHY ARE WE LOOKING BACK AT OUR HISTORY BEFORE 1819?

WHAT DOES THE TAGLINE 'FROM SINGAPORE TO 
SINGAPOREAN' MEAN?

Archaeological evidence, maps, eyewitness accounts and official 
records paint a picture of early Singapore as an important port for 
regional and global trade. The commemoration of the Singapore 
Bicentennial marks a new chapter in the longer story of Singapore 
which stretches 500 years back to Singapore’s first settlement in 
the 14th century.

Singapore is now more than just a geographically strategic and 
advantageous location that has served us well through history. It 
has become a nation and a people with a unique and distinctive 
Singaporean DNA. 

Thus the tagline for the Singapore Bicentennial expresses our 
journey from a place, Singapore, to a nation, a home with a unique 
Singaporean DNA. 

1819 was one of the key turning points in Singapore’s history, which set 
us on a new trajectory.

It was the year that Sir Stamford Raffles', along with William Farquhar, 
arrived in Singapore. The policies implemented thereafter provided 
the catalyst and foundations to pave the way for present-day 
Singapore. For example, Singapore became a free port and an open 
city, thanks in part to our natural geography along regional and global 
trade routes. In addition, rule of law was implemented, education was 
institutionalized and hospitals were built .

1819 was also the year many came to our shores and flourished 
together, including our pioneers from the Malay Archipelago, 
Indonesia, China, India, the Middle East and Europe. 

The Bicentennial will look at Singapore’s rich 700-year history. This 
includes not only the British who arrived on our shores in 1819, but 
also others who, through their daring, enterprise and determination, 
built Singapore from a settlement of about 1,000 in 1819 into a thriving 
harbour and home today. But, Singapore’s history goes further 
back, even before the arrival of the British, to the 1299. This is a rich 
history from which we can learn many lessons as well. This is why the 
commemoration will also delve into the 500-year period before 1819.

Throughout this time, Singapore saw different groups and communities 
join the journey at different times. This is why the Bicentennial will 
place much emphasis on community outreach and engagement. The 
Bicentennial’s list of partners includes associations, clans, religious 
and cultural organisations et al. Our goal is to present a rich tapestry 
of our history, as told by Singaporeans, for Singaporeans.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
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Timeline 
of Events

The Southern Song Dynasty 
encourages private trade and 
sends missions abroad to 
Southeast Asia 

A Medieval Climate Anomaly 
created an La Nina effect, 
which supported an expansion 
of agriculture and economies 
from South India to China

Srivijaya attacked by 
Majapahiit , resulting in a 
temporary power gap in 
the region

According to the Malay Annals, 
Sang Nila Utama established a 
Kingdom in Singapore

960-1279

1000-1300

1275

1299

Before 1300s 1400s

1300s

Wang Dayuan recorded that 
Singapore was one of two 
places with an overseas 
Chinese population

1349

Parameswara, a Javanese 
Prince, flees an unsuccessful 
uprising in Majapahit to 
Singapore. He assassinates his 
host and takes over Singapore

1392

Singapore is abandoned by 
Parameswara by an invading 
Sukothai force in revenge of 
the murder of its vassal

1396

Singapore comes under the 
Melaka Sultanate and is the 
home base of the Orang Laut, 
the Sultan’s warriors

1402

1600s

1500s

The Fall of Melaka to the 
Portuguese forces. The 
Laksamana of Melaka, 
Chief Minister of the 
Sultan’s navy, establishes 
a settlement in Singapore

15 Aug 1511

The establishment of the Johor 
Sultanate along the Johor river. 
Singapore becomes the seat of 
a Shahbandar, harbour master, 
under the Johor Sultanate

1528

Acehnese sacked Singapore at 
the time of attacking Johor at 
Batu Sawar

1613

The Dutch blockade the Straits 
of Singapore and Melaka

1633-1641

Sultan Mahmud of Johor 
is assassinated. Singapore 
declines in importance under 
the Johor Sultanate

1699

TIMELINE OF EVENTS
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Raffles returns to draw out 
Jackson Plan

1822

Singapore formed part of 
Straits Settlement with 
Pinang and Melaka

Singapore takes over Batavia 
as entrepot for Siamese trade 
with the archipelago

1826

1830s

John Crawfurd signs Treaty 
of Friendship and Alliance 
with Temenggong and Sultan 
Tengku Husain

1824

The Straits Settlement 
becomes a crown colony

1 Apr 1867

The opening of the Suez 
Canal led to rapid growth 
in Singapore

17 Nov 1869

1800s

Raffles arrived in Singapore

28 Jan 1819

The signing of the Singapore 
treaty giving the British East 
India Company the right to set 
up a trading post in Singapore 

6 Feb 1819

1900s

The Chinese Post Office riot

The Dangerous Societies 
and Harmful Associations 
act was passed 

A temporary British Military 
Administration established 
in Singapore

Singapore achieves 
independence from the British 
empire through merger

1876

1889

1945

1963

Singapore became the main 
departure point for pilgrims of 
the haj across Southeast Asia

Henry Ridley found a way to tap 
rubber without damaging trees 

1890s

1897

Causeway between Singapore 
and Johor was built

Sook Ching Massacre

1924

1942

Sepoy Mutiny

1915

British surrenders Singapore 
to the Japanese

15 Feb 1942

Japanese surrenders to 
the British

12 Sep 1945

Singapore achieved internal 
self-government

30 May 1959

Singapore achieves full 
independence after the 
dismantling of the merger

9 Aug 1965

Singapore’s trade increased 
8 fold

1873-1913

Telegraph line between 
Singapore & Europe completed

1871

TIMELINE OF EVENTS
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01.

A Concise History
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TEMASEK AND MALACCA BEFORE THE 19TH CENTURY

The Malay Annals offers a hint of history by tracing the Singapore 
Kingdom to 1299/1300. Written as much to instruct as to record, the 
Malay Annals spin the story of Singapore’s first king, Sang Nila Utama, 
and his arrival on Singapore’s shores.  

From research and records, we know that Singapore was part of 
the expansive Srivijaya empire. In the 13th and 14th century, trade 
winds and monsoons favoured Singapore as an export gateway to 
regional and global trade. It is common to see impressive vessels 
such as the palari, golekkan, leteh-leteh, wangkang, tope and Chinese 
junks waiting patiently in Singapore’s harbour for access to regional 
products. With trade in its waters, Singapore transitions into an 
independent kingdom. Building on cultural, linguistic and social links 
across the region, which saw the flourishing use of different languages 
such as Malay, the Kingdom of Singapura prospers. Archaeological 
finds indicate the co-existence of people from Java and Sumatra and 
an overseas Chinese community.  

However, the loss of trade from climate change results in the 
kingdom’s own decline. Towards the end of the 14th century, ships 
no longer dock in Singapura’s harbour as it provides little protection 
from fierce and frequent tempests. The final blow came in 1392 from 
Parameswara, a Palembang prince, who arrives and usurps the throne 
by murdering his host. The murdered King was a vassal of Ayutthaya 
and revenge came swiftly from the North. With defeat in sight, 
Parameswara fled Westwards and forms a new Sultanate in Melaka. 
Now part of the Melaka Sultanate, Singapore is no longer a great 
trading port, but a naval base for the Sultan’s Orang Laut warriors.

WINDS OF OPPORTUNITY: 
THE SINGAPORE KINGDOM

01.

A CONCISE HISTORY
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Melaka fell to Portugal in 1511 and the sultanate is re-established 
in Johor in 1530. Singapore re-emerges as an outpost linking 
Johor with regional and long-distance trade. Back in trade again, 
Singapore enters into its second upturn growing quickly from 
commercial activities. 

On the horizon, new troubles brew. Aceh begins to challenge Johor 
for regional dominance. This is complicated by the Dutch entry into 
the region to challenge Portuguese monopoly of European trade in 
the late 16th century. An era of conflict and alliances follows. Amidst 
the tension, the maritime trade route flow away from Singapore to 
Batavia. The winds of the Melaka Straits echo an awful quiet , as 
the Sunda Straits becomes the new maritime highway. Singapore 
diminishes in global prominence in the 17th and 18th century. 

02.

02

16TH CENTURY SINGAPORE: 
AGE OF COMMERCE

1603 the santa caterina incident off the coast of changi

source: wikimedia commons

“Foreigners resorted in great 
numbers so that the fame of the 
city Temasek and its greatness 
spread throughout the world.” 

– Malay Annals

14 — 15A CONCISE HISTORY
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1819 AND THE EARLY YEARS

In January 1819, Raffles arrives in Pinang ready to search for a new 
British settlement. Concerned with Dutch claims to the region, 
Governor of Pinang, James Bannerman instructs Raffles to abandon 
his quest and await further instruction. Ignoring his orders, Raffles 
slips away on board the Indiana  to arrive in Singapore on the 
28th January 1819. Raffles and William Farquhar are received as 
guests of the Temenggong Abdul Rahman, who signs a provisional 
agreement by virtue of Farquhar’s reputation for fairness as the 
former Resident of Melaka. Seeing an opportunity to leverage on the 
Johor Sultanate’s succession dispute between Tengku Hussein and 
his brother, Raffles presents Hussein as the legitimate successor 
with the legitimate right to allow a British trading post in Singapore 
through the treaty of 6 February 1819. 

THE GAMBLE OF RAFFLES01.

01.

johnston’s pier

source: national archives of singapore

Singapore develops rapidly under Farquhar’s pragmatic 
application of Raffles’ idealistic vision. Farquhar jump-starts 
growth by alerting his connections in Melaka of his new 
post and plans to forge a Singapore settlement. A Melakan 
exodus of 5,000 mainly Indian and local-born Chinese, flock 
to the island, swiftly enlivening its liveability and trading 
attractiveness. To finance a free port , Farquhar licenses 
gambling and opium dens and imposes a levy on liquor sales. 

On Raffles’ return to Singapore in 1822, an acrimonious relationship 
between the two men starts to fester. Angered that Singapore is not 
being sculpted by his vision, Raffles, with the help of the colony’s 
engineer and land surveyor, Lieutenant Philip Jackson, draws up the 
Jackson Plan.  The town plan ushers Singapore into the modern, urban 
age of the 19th Century with a rational order that has separate spaces 
for different communities, a new civic district and planned greenery. 
John Crawfurd, who replaces Farquhar, consolidates the British hold 
in Singapore by crafting a new treaty on the 2nd August 1824. With 
the new treaty, the British East India Company is granted ownership 
of Singapore. In the same year, the British and the Dutch inks the 
Anglo-Dutch Treaty, which end Dutch objections to British rights to 
Singapore. Singapore, together with Pinang and Melaka, form the 
Straits Settlements, and comes under the administration of the East 
India Company’s Presidency of Bengal.

A PRAGMATIC VISIONARY:
WILLIAM FARQUHAR

02.

02.

03.

03.

BLUEPRINT OF A MODERN TOWN
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william farquhar

source: national archives of singapore

A CONCISE HISTORY
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“I am astonished to see how 
markedly our world is changing. 
A new world being created, the 
old world destroyed.ˮ

– Munshi Abdullah

SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL

THE PORT FLOURISHES: 1824 TO 1900

A rapid influx of people into Singapore energises and enlarges the 
business landscape. For many newcomers, connections prove to be 
the key to success. Chinese middlemen, particularly the Hokkiens 
and Teochews, tap on pre-existing trade networks in the region and 
back to China. Others, such as, Arab traders built upon an extensive 
grid of business contacts from the Red Sea to Southeast Asia, turning 
Singapore into a regional hub. In the late 1800s, steamship technology 
took off in Singapore. Pilgrims from the region flock to Singapore for 
a quicker, smoother and more reliable Haj to Mecca. As Singapore 
grows into a major entrepot for the British Empire on the East-West 
route, the island’s control transfers from private EIC control to 
governmental rule. Singapore becomes a crown colony in 1867. 

1800S SINGAPORE: 
THE POWER OF SOCIAL NETWORKS

01.

01.

A CONCISE HISTORY
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Singapore’s value soars with the opening of the Suez Canal, and 
the growing widespread use of steamships. Between 1873 and 1913, 
trade volume grows eight-fold. With wealth, a modern urban life 
emerges especially among the well-off with the introduction of cars 
and electricity. In turn, these urban innovations ramp up Singapore’s 
economy in a virtuous cycle. Deep sea cables, for instance, prompt 
the circulation of market information and the electronic transfer of 
capital allowing modern international banks such as the Hongkong 
Shanghai Banking Corporation to be established in Singapore. 

OPENING OF THE SUEZ CANAL: 
MODERN SINGAPORE TAKES OFF 
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03.

Despite the city’s growth, for the man-in-the-streets, life was 
difficult . Coolies, rickshaw pullers, miners and plantation workers 
toil backbreaking hours for low pay. Colonial government policies 
remains insufficient, and daily governance falls onto the more 
divisive shoulders of ethnic and clan organisations. Tensions 
escalate regularly into riots. For instance, when the colonial 
government decides to open a Chinese post office, local Teochew 
taukeh instigate riots because of the potential losses in the 
remittance business which they controlled. The post office is 
trashed and relocated away from Chinatown. 

03. THE POOR MAN IN A RICH WORLD: 
COLONIAL SINGAPORE’S INEQUALITY

A CONCISE HISTORY

rickshaw puller in the 1880s

source: national archives of singapore
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“Singapore contains an epitome 
of the population of the whole 
Archipelago… Chinese, Malay, 
Bugis, Javanese, Balinese, 
natives of Bengal and Madras, 
Parsees, Arabs, and Caffrees 
(Africans) are to be found within 
the circuit of a few miles.” 

– George Windsor Earl

SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL

HOMELAND BEFORE FORTRESS FROM 1900 TO 1942

By the 1900s, Singapore industrialises with a processing centre 
for primary exports manufacturing rubber goods, cooking oils and 
tin smelting. Tanneries, food production, sawmills and the Ford 
Motor company join the industrial landscape. Industrialisation and 
internationalisation also increases Singapore’s exposure to global 
events and sentiments. In 1915, the colony’s only security force, the 
5th Indian Light Infantry provides a tragic example. Dissatisfaction 
with British officers, pay and homesick, the soldiers are ripe for anti-
British agitators and clerics. Two individuals, a coffee shop owner and 
a religious leader with anti-imperialist , pro-Islamic and pro-Turkish 
Ottoman leanings used false news to exploit the soldiers’ fear of being 
used to fight their brethren. On February 15, the soldiers mutinied and 
threw Singapore into chaos. 

INDUSTRIALISATION AND GLOBALISATION 
IN COLONIAL SINGAPORE 

01.

01.

A CONCISE HISTORY
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As a vital node of the British Empire, efforts are ramped up to fortify 
Singapore. However, the impregnable Fortress Singapore strategy is 
more propaganda than reality. For many, the arrival of HMS Prince 
of Wales, the ‘unsinkable’ flagship of the Eastern Fleet, is sufficient 
proof of Singapore’s invulnerability. This false sense of assurance 
flew out the window when Force Z, as the Eastern Fleet are known, are 
destroyed off the coast of Kuantan on December 10, 1941. World War II 
arrives to Singapore’s open doors.

The battle for Singapore begins in January 1942 but dull leadership, 
low morale and poor communication lines guarantee a British defeat. 
Meanwhile, scenes of local bravery scatter the battlegrounds. 
With their homes and families at stake, local defence forces battle 
courageously despite being poorly armed. In the Battle of Pasir 
Panjang, an outnumbered Malay Regiment, short on bullets and 
supplies, resist courageously but in vain against the Japanese. At the 
start of the siege of Singapore, Dalforce, also known as the Singapore 
Overseas Chinese Volunteer Army, repels the initial advance of the 
Japanese at the Causeway together with the Australian 27th Brigade. 
This single defence inflicts such heavy casualties that General 
Tomoyuki Yamashita considers withdrawing from the operation. 

SHATTERING THE ILLUSION OF INVULNERABILITY: WWII02.
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“I didn’t think I would be 
safe behind the line. Since it 
wasn’t safe, I might as well 
go to the front to resist them, 
to fight them.” 

– Teo Choon Hong (Dalforce fighter)

24 — 25A CONCISE HISTORY
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JAPANESE OCCUPATION AND MERDAKA FROM 1942 TO 1965

On February 15, 1942, the British surrender to the Japanese at the 
Ford factory in Bukit Timah. The Japanese Occupation opens on a 
brutal note. Two days after the British surrender, Japanese forces 
slaughter all their prisoners of war in a single day. Yet, the butchery 
is only beginning. In what is known as Sook Ching or purification 
through elimination, 25,000 to 50,000 perish in arbitrary screening. 
Many young Chinese men report to the screening stations, unaware 
of the reason.  

When the dust of retribution settles, Singapore finds itself 
imprisoned in a Japanese empire that is rapidly losing ground. 
Without a steady stream of trade, the economy begins a downward 
spiral. Goods become scarcer, starvation spreads and the constant 
threat of violence hover over the island. For many, the humiliating, 
and potentially deadly, experience of having to bow to any 
Japanese shatters the Japanese propaganda of an ‘Asia for Asians’. 
The Japanese surrender on September 4, 1945, is unsurprisingly 
greeted with relief with the return of the British re-entry, and anger 
and bitterness towards the Japanese. 

SOOK CHING: 
BURYING INNOCENT BLOOD

01.

01.

bowing to the japanese 
source: national library of singapore 

Survivors of the Japanese Occupation develop a deep sense of 
self-determination that is sharpened with the return of the British. 
The blatant corruption and exploitation of the local residents by the 
transient government, the British Military Administration, further 
convinces local residents that colonialism is inherently wicked, 
regardless of overlord. Across the island, calls for Merdeka or 
freedom, grows louder.  

The era of eloquent speakers in the road to Singapore’s independence 
saw the likes of David Marshall, Lim Yew Hock and Lee Kuan Yew 
take centre stage. The first taste of self-government in 1959 leads to 
greater calls for independence from the British, bringing Singapore 
into a merger with Malaya in 1963. The partnership proves short-lived, 
ending with Singapore’s separation. On August 9, 1965, Singapore 
emerges as an independent sovereign state. 

SINGAPORE’S MERDEKA02.
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“It was the catastrophic 
consequences of the war that 
changed mindsets, that my 
generation decided, ‘no, that 
doesn’t make sense’, we should 
be able to run this as well as the 
British did, if not better.” 

– Lee Kuan Yew 
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SELF-START PROJECTS

HOW YOU CAN BE A PART OF 
THIS NATIONAL INITIATIVE

Community
Engagement

Projects: You can collect memories and stories, and develop heritage 
narratives for your community/organisation. The following are some examples:

Genealogy: Discover personal or institutional 
family trees

Social history: Trace the journey of your 
ancestors and how they came to Singapore

Cultural history: Explore the evolution of your 
cultural heritage including –

Place history: Discover the history of your 
building or location

Language: How your mother tongue and 
dialects have evolved through the years

Customs and ceremonies: How weddings, 
prayers, festivals etc. have evolved 
over time

Food history: Where your culture’s 
cuisines and recipes hail from

Clothing history: Explore the origins of 
your traditional costumes and uniforms

Building history: e.g. Setting up 
and relocation of buildings such 
as religious institutions, schools, 
community organisations

Architectural history: e.g. Design of 
buildings, who designed them

Location history: e.g. Street names such 
as Bugis Street, Munshi Abdullah Ave, 
Pillai Road, Nee Soon Road

Institutional history: e.g. Company history, 
school history, association history 

•

•

•

–

–

–

–

This list is non-exhaustive.
If you have any other ideas you would like to explore, do let us know how we can support .

•

–

–

–

–

TWIN EVENTS WITH US

RECRUIT VOLUNTEERS 

SHARE YOUR CONTENT 

SPREAD THE WORD SHARE YOUR CONTACTS

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Commemorate your anniversary and key events in 
conjunction with the Bicentennial by including it as 
part of the event calendar.  

We will train and deploy 
volunteers for a variety of 
roles such as:

If you already have existing content (e.g. photos, 
videos, oral recordings, documents) and permit us 
to access it , you can share it with our documenters 
who will think of new and interesting ways to 
showcase it .

We would like to tap on your database of members 
and alumni to share messages about the Singapore 
Bicentennial and associated events.

You can arrange an organised guided tour for 
your members during the From Singapore to 
Singaporean: The Bicentennial Experience 
@Fort Canning  from 1 June to 15 September 2019.

We are looking for more partners and collaborators 
and would appreciate any suggestions and link-ups. 
We may also look to you for guidance on specific 
community groups. 

Guides: From Singapore to Singaporean: The Bicentennial Experience 
@Fort Canning  in 2019, free and easy installations, NParks and NHB 
trails, other associated exhibitions and projects

On-site documenters: Volunteers can be photographers, 
videographers, social media officers, etc. at the events
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Our Suite of Services

MEDIA AND SOCIAL 
MEDIA PUBLICITY

SINGAPORE 
BICENTENNIAL  
BRAND ASSOCIATION

PARTNER'S 
BRAND AWARENESS

FUND SUPPORT

SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL

HOW WE CAN SUPPORT YOU

Official Singapore Bicentennial video and, standee to be made available 
at partner events.

Co-branding including use of the Singapore Bicentennial logo. Please 
refer to the Brand Identity Guide in the Annex.

•

•

We do not outright award any financial support to any individual or 
organisation; instead we will connect you to appropriate funding 
channels such as the National Heritage Board’s Heritage Grants to 
support your project. 

These funding are subject to the evaluation criteria of the 
respective channels.

•

•

Showcase the partnership and Bicentennial related projects through 
social media and media publicity.

Placement of partner logo and listing of partner’s Bicentennial related 
events on the Singapore Bicentennial website.

•

•

VOLUNTEER
ENGAGEMENT
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MAIN SHOW 
AMBASSADORS

You will engage visitors 
at the From Singapore 
to Singaporean: 
The Bicentennial 
Experience@Fort 
Canning ,  through  
roles such as:  

• Exhibition/ Show 
Guides

• Tours/ Trail Guides
• Conversation 

starters
• Photographers/ 

videographers
• Documenters 

conducting 
visitor feedback 
and supporting 
programmes and 
events such as VIP 
visits

On-site Preview and
Familiarisation
(3 Hours)
The training will take 
you through an on-
site preview and 
familiarisation of 
the From Singapore 
to Singaporean: 
The Bicentennial 
Experience@Fort 
Canning  premises and 
show segments to help 
with guiding different 
audience groups. 

The content gathered 
through the event such 
as visitor feedback, 
photographs, videos 
and stories will be 
showcased at the 
following platforms:

• Social media 
platforms

• Bicentennial events 
e.g. roadshows

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES

ROLES AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES

TRAINING 
PROGRAMME DELIVERABLES

Volunteer
Engagement

BE A PART OF THE 
SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL FAMILY!

We welcome you to join us as a Singapore Bicentennial volunteer! 
Play a key role in a once-in-a-lifetime national project, and help share our stories with other Singaporeans. 

WHAT VOLUNTEERS CAN ENJOY

We appreciate your time and effort and are happy to 
extend these benefits to all volunteers.:

Receive special training where you will learn and 
appreciate Singapore’s long and rich history

Enjoy meal allowances, especially during the period 
of on-site duties

Be a part of this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity in a meaningful way! Make new friends and get a chance to 
interact with and guide members of the public as part of this national initiative. Create memories to last!

Cherish the Singapore Bicentennial special edition 
collectibles and themed merchandise (polo shirts, 
umbrellas, lanyards etc.)

Look forward to an exclusive gathering of like-
minded individuals and appreciation event for 
volunteers

CUSTOMISED TRAINING

MEAL ALLOWANCES

MOST IMPORTANTLY…

COLLECTIBLES AND THEMED MERCHANDISE

APPRECIATION EVENT

VOLUNTEER ENGAGEMENT



GUIDELINES FOR 
PARTICIPATION
IN THE SINGAPORE 
BICENTENNIAL
COMMEMORATION
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Over the past 700 years, the following unique traits evolved to become part of our Singaporean DNA. 
It is important that we embrace these traits that have shaped us, as we chart our path into the future.

i.  Openness
• Since the 13th century, Singapore has been well-connected to the region and the world, always 

open to a flow of people, goods and ideas. 
• Today, we remain receptive to new opportunities as we navigate our way in a rapidly changing 

and complex world.
• Different communities arrived in Singapore at different points, and played a part in  

Singapore’s journey.
i i .  Multiculturalism

• Throughout the centuries, many different communities of people have settled in Singapore. 
• This intermingling of cultures brings about a vibrant exchange which enriches our multicultural 

society today.
• To uphold the value of multiculturalism, and have a deeper appreciation for the longer history 

and heritage of all communities. 
i i i .  Self-Determination

• Despite disruptions, major events in history, and being subjected to larger forces beyond our 
control, Singapore has risen with our resolve to forge on. As we look ahead, we continue to 
adapt, change, and chart our own destiny in a volatile and uncertain world.

• Individuals, communities, institutions or organisations that share Singapore’s innovative, 
adaptive and giving spirit .

a. A Point of Reflection

i. The Singapore Bicentennial is a 
commemoration rather than a 
celebration .  Hence we would avoid any 
approaches that are overly celebratory.

ii .  Commemorate by using the occasion of the 
Bicentennial to reflect what the past can  
tell us about our present course and our 
future paths.

iii .  However, communities, institutions, 
and organisations that are celebrating 
their anniversaries can celebrate their 
achievements and twin their anniversary 
events with the Singapore Bicentennial.  

b. Connecting the Personal to the Epic

i. The Singapore Bicentennial will attempt 
to approach our history as something that 
connects at an emotional level and that will 
matter to every Singaporean.

ii.  It is also about the stories of not just a 
few, but of a whole cast of contributors 
from different communities who joined the 
journey at different times.

THE BICENTENNIAL TRAITS02.

THE APPROACH OF THE BICENTENNIAL03.

Guidelines for Participation 
in the Singapore Bicentennial 
Commemoration

a. The Singapore Bicentennial in 2019 marks  
the 200th anniversary of the arrival of  
Stamford Raffles in Singapore, a key turning 
point in our history.

b. But our story did not start in 1819. Our story 
started 700 years ago.

c. The Singapore Bicentennial is about our 
journey from Singapore to Singaporean. It is an 
occasion for us to reflect on our history before 
and after  Raffles ,  a journey from a place with 
a geographically strategic location, to a people 
with a unique Singaporean DNA.

d. In this journey, we have been many things.
e. We have been open and connected, such that 

many joined us at different times. All these 
individuals contributed to this place and shaped 
us as a people.

f. We have been plural and diverse, and 
eventually, the intermingling of cultures has led 
to a multicultural society.

We welcome communities, institutions, organisations and 
individuals to participate in the Singapore Bicentennial by 
responding to the overall narrative of the Bicentennial or in 
relation to the communities. 

g. We have been contested by many powers in 
our history, and global developments have 
influenced our place in the world. In the face 
of disruptions, individuals, communities and, 
eventually, the nation, have risen to determine 
our destiny.

h. 2019 could be a time for discovery.
i.  For many of us, 2019 could be an opportunity to 

find a connection to our past and discover how 
our lives are intertwined with others in history; 
to understand that we are the outcome of all 
that came before.

j.  For those who wonder what’s next, 2019 could 
also be a refreshing pause for all of us to 
reflect on the journey forward; to look at the 
connections and memories of our past and find 
our way in the future for generations to come.

THE BICENTENNIAL NARRATIVE01.

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION
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If you or your organisation is interested to respond to the 
narrative of the Bicentennial, you could respond or explore 
any of the following areas:

i.  Genealogy: Discover personal or 
institutional family trees

ii.  Social history: Trace the journey of your 
ancestors and how they came to Singapore

iii.  Cultural history: Explore the evolution of 
your heritage including 
• Place history:  

Discover the history of your building  
or location

• Language:  
How your mother tongue and dialects 
have evolved through the years

• Customs and ceremonies:  
How weddings, prayers, festivals etc. 
have evolved over time

• Food history:  
Where your culture’s cuisines and 
recipes hail from

AREAS TO EXPLORE04.

• Clothing history:  
Explore the origins of your traditional 
costumes and uniforms

• Building history:  
e.g. Setting up and relocation of 
buildings such as religious institutions, 
schools, community organisations

• Architectural history:  
e.g. Design of buildings, who  
designed them

• Location history:  
e.g. Street names such as Bugis Street, 
Munshi Abdullah Ave, Pillai Road, Nee 
Soon Road

• Institutional history:  
e.g. Company history, school history, 
association history

NON-COMMERCIAL

a. If you are a Community/Institution/Organisation 
with  a long history (e.g. more than 50 years), 
you could: 

i .  Develop publications, exhibitions or other 
projects that explore the history of your 
community, institution or organisation.

ii.  Develop products that are related to your 
organisation’s long history (Please note that 
the products should not be for sale, bundled 
with for sale promotions or for fund raising 
purposes). For placement of the official logo 
on the product, please refer to the Brand 
Identity Guide in the Annex.

iii .  Twin your events with the Singapore 
Bicentennial and reflect the narrative of 
the Bicentennial and/or DNA traits in them 
e.g. an Association marking their 100th 
Anniversary with a festival to showcase the 
culture, language and many other facades of 
the community.

iv. Share content on the history of your 
community, institutional or organisation.

v. Create awareness by:
• including the Bicentennial boilerplate 

(see item 6) with the logo on your 
product or in your collateral. Please 
refer to the Brand Identity Guide in the 
Annex for information on use of the logo.

• including the narrative and  
messages of the Bicentennial into  
your Media Release.

• promoting Singapore Bicentennial 
events on your platforms.

vi. Organise group visits to the flagship event 
of the Singapore Bicentennial – From 
Singapore to Singaporean: The Bicentennial 
Experience@Fort Canning.

vii.  Sign up to be a volunteer for the Singapore 
Bicentennial. Please refer to the page on 
Volunteer Engagement for ways that you 
can volunteer.

b. If you are a Community/Institution/Organisation 
that does not  have a long history (e.g. less than 
50 years), you could:

i.  Develop publications, exhibitions or 
other projects that explore the Singapore 
Bicentennial narrative and/or DNA traits. 
e.g. a society that does not have a long 
history in Singapore but develops an 
exhibition that traces the history of the 
community.

ii .  Develop products related to the Singapore 
Bicentennial narratives and/or DNA traits 
(Please note that the products should not be 
for sale, bundled with for sale promotions or 
for fund raising purposes). For placement of 
the official logo on the product, please refer 
to the Brand Identity Guide in the Annex.

iii .  Twin your events with the Singapore 
Bicentennial and reflect the Singapore 
Bicentennial narrative and/or DNA traits in 
them.

iv. Create awareness by:
• including the Bicentennial boilerplate 

(see item 6) with the logo on your 
product or in your collateral. Please 
refer to the Brand Identity Guide in the 
Annex for information on use of the logo.

• including the narrative and messages 
of the Bicentennial into your Media 
Release.

• promoting Singapore Bicentennial 
events on your platforms.

v. Organise group visits to the flagship event 
of the Singapore Bicentennial – From 
Singapore to Singaporean: The Bicentennial 
Experience@Fort Canning.

vi. Sign up to be a volunteer for the Singapore 
Bicentennial. Please refer to the page on 
Volunteer Engagement for ways that you 
can volunteer.

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE05.

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION



SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL 42 — 43

COMMERCIAL

a. If you are a Commercial Organisation with  
a long history (e.g. more than 50 years),  
you could: 

i .  Develop publications, exhibitions or other 
projects that explore the history of your 
community, institution or organisation. 

ii .  Develop products related to your 
organisation’s long history. For placement 
of the official logo on the product, please 
refer to the Brand Identity Guide in the 
Annex. If the products are for sale, please 
write in to the Singapore Bicentennial 
Office. e.g. promotion of food items that 
commemorates the organisation’s long 
history as part of Singapore’s history.

iii .  Twin your events with the Singapore 
Bicentennial and reflect the narrative of  
the Bicentennial and/or DNA traits in them  
e.g. institution/organisation anniversaries.

iv. Share content on the history of your 
community, institutional or organisation.

v. Create awareness by:
• including the Bicentennial boilerplate 

(see item 6) with the logo on your 
product or in your collateral. Please 
refer to the Brand Identity Guide in the 
Annex for information on use of the logo.

• including the narrative and  
messages of the Bicentennial into  
your Media Release.

• promoting Singapore Bicentennial 
events on your platforms.

vi. Organise group visits to the flagship event 
of the Singapore Bicentennial – From 
Singapore to Singaporean: The Bicentennial 
Experience@Fort Canning.

vii.  Sign up to be a volunteer for the  
Singapore Bicentennial. Please refer to  
the page on Volunteer Engagement for ways 
that you can volunteer.

b. If you are a Commercial Organisation that does 
not  have a long history (e.g. less than 50 years), 
you could: 

i .  Develop publications, exhibitions or 
other projects that explore the Singapore 
Bicentennial narrative and/or DNA traits.

ii .  Twin your events with the Singapore 
Bicentennial and reflect the narrative  
and/or DNA traits in them. e.g. adopting 
the theme of the Bicentennial for a dance/
theatre performance

iii.  Develop products related to the Singapore 
Bicentennial narratives and/or DNA traits 
(Please note that the products should not 
be for sale, bundled with for sale promotions 
or for fund raising purposes). For placement 
of logo on the product, please refer to the 
Brand Identity Guide in the Annex. For the 
selection of products, please write in to 
the Singapore Bicentennial Office e.g. a 
giveaway notepad for staff is allowed.

iv. Create awareness by:
• including the Bicentennial boilerplate 

(see item 6) with the logo on your 
product or in your collateral. Please 
refer to the Brand Identity Guide for 
information on use of the logo.

• including the narrative and  
messages of the Bicentennial into  
your Media Release.

• promoting Singapore Bicentennial 
events on your platforms.

v. Organise group visits to the flagship event 
of the Singapore Bicentennial – From 
Singapore to Singaporean: The Bicentennial 
Experience@Fort Canning.

vi. Sign up to be a volunteer for the  
Singapore Bicentennial. Please refer to  
the page on Volunteer Engagement for ways 
that you can volunteer.

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE05.

The Bicentennial boilerplate should always accompany the use of the Bicentennial logo:

THE BICENTENNIAL BOILERPLATE06.

“The Singapore Bicentennial marks the 200th 
anniversary of Stamford Raffles’ arrival in Singapore, 
a key turning point in our history. But our story did not 
start in 1819. It started more than 700 years ago. 2019 
is a time for commemoration and appreciation of the 
historical events, cast of contributors and communities 
that shaped our evolution. It is a reflection of our 
journey from Singapore to Singaporean.”

a. We can support you in the following ways:

i.  Media and Social Media publicity: 
• Showcase the partnership and 

Bicentennial related projects through 
social media and media publicity.

ii .  Singapore Bicentennial Brand Association
• Official Singapore Bicentennial video 

and, standee to be made available at 
partner events.

• Co-branding through use of the 
Singapore Bicentennial logo. Please 
refer to the Brand Identity Guide in  
the Annex.

iii .  Partner’s Brand Awareness
• Placement of partner logo and listing of 

partner’s Bicentennial related events on 
the Singapore Bicentennial website.

iv. Fund Support
• We do not outright award any 

financial support to any individual or 
organisation; instead we will connect 

SUPPORT FROM THE SINGAPORE BICENTENNIAL OFFICE 07.

In general, the Singapore Bicentennial Office does not allow for use of the official logo without 
prior written consent. In the event that this happens, the office will pursue formal proceedings 
to request for the use of the logo to be discontinued.

We encourage all potential partners who would like to use the Bicentennial logo to write in to 
Singapore_bicentennial@pmo.gov.sg with your proposal. 

you to appropriate funding channels 
such as the National Heritage Board’s 
Heritage Grants to support your project.

• These funding are subject to the 
evaluation criteria of the  
respective channels.

b. What We do not support

i. We generally do not support any activities, 
products or events that have no association 
with the Bicentennial narrative or themes. 

ii .  We do not support any illegal activity  
that violate any applicable laws or 
governmental regulations.

iii .  We also do not support any activity 
associated with gambling, fundraising, 
religious proselyting, or any other activity 
that does not align with the objectives of  
the Bicentennial.

GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION
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Brand Identity Guide

Logo Request Form

01.

02.

http://bit .ly/SBBrandGuide

http://bit .ly/SBLogoRequest

Annex



If you would like to know more 
about the Bicentennial, would like to 
volunteer with us, or would like to find 
out how your agency can participate, 
drop us a note at:
Singapore_Bicentennial@pmo.gov.sg


